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Personal Statement

I have led several funded research projects and published a wide range of studies focusing on medical and
recreational cannabis use from public health, behavioral and policy perspectives. Most specifically related to
the current proposed research, | have directed a series of funded research that focus on medical cannabis
policy development and assessment and integration of medical cannabis in the Israeli health care system
(three grants funded by the Israeli National Institute for Health Policy Research). Furthermore, my research
program involves using Experienced Sampling Methods and other forms of diary studies to examine
momentary and within-person associations of cannabis use health outcomes (e.g. pain, sleep, well-being) in
the daily lives of recreational and medical cannabis users. | have collected and analyzed these kinds of data in
Israeli chronic pain patients, posttraumatic stress disorder patients as well as recreational users. | also use
web-based randomized experiments to test the effects of exposure to cannabis media messages on cannabis
use expectancies and attitudes including a three year funded research project (funding from Israeli Insurance
Funds).

Selected ongoing and completed funded projects (Active grant proposals highlighted with an asterisk):

2021 *Veski Study Melbourne Research Partnerships, Using Artificial Intelligence to determine how
much alcohol influencers from Australia and Israel post on social media — Part 1 of ‘Enhancing
wellbeing and social inclusion of marginalized populations: a two country multi component
project, Co-Pls: Sharon R. Sznitman, Benjamin Riordan, Emmanuel Kuntsche, Zhen He,
Richard Gray. $82,333

2020 *Israeli Insurance Funds, Developing and testing media campaign messages to reduce the risk
of cannabis-impaired driving, Pl: Sharon Sznitman, co-Pl: Nehama Lewis. $99,000.
2016 The Israeli National Institute for Health Policy Research, Medical Cannabis Policies: An analysis

of the current situation and development of a framework for decision-making, PI: Sharon R.
Sznitman. $36,800.

2016 The Israeli National Institute for Health Policy Research, Medical Cannabis in oncology, PI:
Manfred Green, co-investigator: Sharon R. Sznitman. $59,163.
2014 The Israeli National Institute for Health Policy Research, A Cross Sectional study of Factors

Influencing Physicians’ Intention to Recommend Medical Cannabis (MC) to Patients in Israel,
Pl: Sharon R. Sznitman. $42,461

2012 Marie Curie Integration grant, European Union, Social and cultural factors in adolescent
substance Use, Pl: Sharon R. Sznitman. $99,654.
2012 Norway Research Council, Health and educational achievement. PI: Liza Reisel. Co-

investigator: Sharon R. Sznitman. $1,128,484.
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Positions and Employment

2006

2003-2007
2007-2010
2010-2012
2012-2015
2013-2016
2015-2020
2017-2021

2020-present

Visiting Research Assistant, Research Institute for Public Health & Addiction, University of
Zurich, Switzerland

Research Assistant, Center for Social Research on Alcohol & Drugs, Stockholm University,
Sweden

Post-Doctoral Fellow, The Annenberg Public Policy Centre, University of Pennsylvania,
Philadelphia, USA

Research Associate, School of Public Health, University of Haifa, Israel

Lecturer, School of Public Health, University of Haifa, Israel

Adjunct Assistant Professor, University of Georgia, College of Public Health, Athens, USA
Senior lecturer, School of Public Health, University of Haifa, Israel

Head of the specialization program in Mental Health Services at the School of Public Health,
University of Haifa, Israel

Associate Professor (with tenure), School of Public Health, University of Haifa, Israel

Awards and Honors

2013

Dusty and Ettie Miller Prize for outstanding young scholar from the University of Haifa

Other appointments

2009

2014
2017

2017-2021
2017

2018
2018-present
2019

Analytical and statistical consultant on an NIH-supported mass media HIV prevention trial,
Virginia Commonwealth University

Invited grant reviewer for the Israeli Institute of Health Policy Research

Guest editor, special issue: interactions of the cultural and the personal in alcohol and other
substance use, volume 36, Issue 6.

Deputy Editor of Drug and Alcohol Review

Invited grant reviewer for the Innovational Research Incentive Scheme, Netherlands
Organization for Scientific Research

Invited grant reviewer for Research Foundation - Flanders (FWO)

Senior Editor, International Journal of Drug Policy

External research expert on the Cannabis legislation report by the Center for Knowledge and
Research in Education

Selected, invited talks

2018

2018

2018

2019

2019

2019

Media Messages about Medical Cannabis and their Potential Effects on Attitudes toward
Recreational Cannabis use and Legalization, invited speaker, Seminar series BC Centre on
Substance Use’s Addiction Fellowship program, Vancouver, Canada

Does medical cannabis policies influence attitudes and use of related to recreational cannabis?
invited speaker, Seminar series at the Department of Criminology, University of Stockholm,
Sweden

Licensed and unlicensed medical cannabis use, invited speaker, Seminar series at
Department of Psychology and Neuroscience and the Institute of Cognitive Science, the
CUChange Lab, Boulder, Colorado, USA

Medical cannabis, media and public opinion, invited speaker, Seminar at the National Institute
of Statistics and Economic Studies, Paris, France

Medical cannabis, invited speaker, Seminar at The Norwegian Institute of Public Health, Oslo,
Norway

Recreational and/or medical cannabis use? Results from two studies conducted in Israel,
invited speaker, Seminar at Addiction Switzerland, Lausanne, Switzerland
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Sharon R. Sznitman, Lianna Pinsky-Tali, Maisar Salameh, Taleb Moed, Yedidia Bentur (2020),
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Neta HaGani, Sharon Sznitman, Michael Dor, Gil Bar-Sela, Dana Oren, Lilia Margolis-Dorfman, Itay
Goor-Aryeh & Manfred S Green (2021) Attitudes Toward the Use of Medical Cannabis and the
Perceived Efficacy, Side-effects and Risks: A Survey of Patients, Nurses and Physicians, Journal of
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Sharon R. Sznitman, Dennis Rosenberg, Simon Vulfsons, David Meiri and Talya Greene (2021),
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Nehama Lewis and Sharon R. Sznitman (2021), Too Much Information? Excessive Media Use,
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Sharon R. Sznitman, Tamar Shochat, Lukas van Rijswijk, Talya Greene, Janna Cousijn (2021),
Cannabis and alcohol use and their associations with sleep: A daily diary investigation of single-use
and co-use in college students, Cannabis and Cannabinoid Research, doi: 10.1089/can.2021.0106
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114315
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