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University of Haifa 

A Message from the Head of the School of Public 

Health – Prof. Orna Baron-Epel 

 

 

This year 160 students started their 

master degree studies in our eight 

different programs. Overall there are 

about 400 graduate students across the 

three years of study. In addition, there 

are 25 doctoral students at various 

stages of study, 4 Ph.D. students 

graduated this year after 4 years of 

study, on average. 

As we reported last year, every year the 

Israeli Council for Higher Education 

performs a quality evaluation of 

different fields of study in universities 

and colleges in Israel. As part of this 

assessment, the school prepared a 

comprehensive report regarding the 

structure, management, research and 

 

 

 

teaching quality of the school. 

Preparing this report was an internal 

quality assurance and assessment 

process. In May 2017, an international 

committee visited all the Schools of 

Public Health in Israel, and a few weeks 

ago we received their report about our 

school. The reports of the other schools 

of Public Health have yet to be 

published, but our report is excellent 

and they suggest that other schools in 

Israel learn from us about certain 

issues. The committee recommends 

increasing the school faculty and we 

hope we will be able to do so and bring 

in high quality faculty members both in 

terms of research and teaching. After 

the publication of all reports and 

comments, we will publish our report 

on the school website. 

We are working hard on the 

development of our international 

collaborations, and this year a number 

of lecturers from Zagreb visited us as  
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We are also working to create 

collaborations with the University of 

Connecticut in the U.S., and on the 

5
th

 to the 6
th

 of March we will host 

Professors Schensul from the 

University of Connecticut who will 

conduct a workshop about "Public 

Health Intervention Programs 

and Community and Culture-

Oriented Health Promotion." You 

are all invited to register as soon as 

possible. 

Last year we held a conference 

about advocacy that was very 

successful and brought many 

participants from outside the 

university. This is a very hot topic, 

especially these days where there is 

much talk about the industry's 

tendency to influence the members 

of Knesset in their vote on 

nutritional labeling. 

We are also pleased to report that  

 

part of the European Erasmus 

program. They gave their lectures in 

English in a number of our courses so 

that the students got an opportunity to 

be exposed to what is happening in 

terms of public health internationally. 

The school also signed two new 

international agreements this year: the 

first one is with the School of Public 

Health at Shihezi University, a city 

in North West of China, and the 

second one is with Manipal 

University in India. These 

agreements will enable further 

exposure to students and faculty in 

terms of public health research and 

teaching internationally and 

particularly in developing countries. 

During our visit to China (Prof. Baron-

Epel and Prof. Keinan-Boker) we met 

with students and lecturers, and 

presented our school to them. We also 

invited them to join our international 

program that is being taught for the 

third year. 
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we have received permission from the university to 

open a new study program in Biostatistics. We are 

recruiting biostatistics faculty members so that they 

can teach and develop their research in this program. 

Hopefully, the new program will open in the next year 

or two. 

This year, we renewed the tradition of awarding a 

prize to outstanding lecturers. This year, two 

lecturers, Dr. Maya Peled-Raz and Dr. Zipi 

Haetzni, both of whom have consistently gotten high 

marks in the students' satisfaction surveys, have been 

awarded the prize. We wish them many more years of 

successful teaching. 

 

 

The school staff and faculty wishes you good luck on 

the exams and further success in your studies!  

 

Prof. Orna Baron-

Epel and Dr. 

Maya Peled-Raz 

Dr. Shira 

Zelber-Sagi and 

Dr. Zipi Haetzni 
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A Life Achievement Award for Prof. Manfred Green – 

Prof. Orna Baron-Epel  
 

Individual 

We are very proud of Professor Manfred Green, 

Head of the International Program and former head of 

the School of Public Health, for receiving a Life 

Achievement Award for promotion of Public Health in 

Israel. 

The award was presented by the Scientific Committee 

of the annual conference of the Association of Public 

Health Physicians and Public Health Schools in Israel 

for the significant contribution to Public Health and 

Epidemiology by conducting research, determining 

policy, education and public activity during his 

military service and during his various positions in the 

Ministry of Health. His achievements include 

establishing and managing the Israeli Center for 

Disease Control, while educating new generations of 

students in Epidemiology and Public Health. 

 

Prof. Manfred Green receives the award from Prof. 

Nadav Davidovich.  
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Environmental Health and Occupational Hygiene Program at the 

School of Public Health – Dr. Yonah Amster 
 

 
Over the past few years the Environmental and 

Occupational Health Department has undergone a 

considerable amount of growth. Most significantly, 

this past year our school received the designation by 

The Ministry of Economy as a certified training 

program for occupational hygiene including 

scholarships for up to 25 new students a year. As a 

result enrollment in our program has gone up 500% 

when compared to just two years ago. Occupational 

and Environmental Hygiene is a field within 

occupational and environmental health that deals with 

measuring, controlling and preventing environmental 

and occupational public health hazards. Graduates of 

the program will be recognized by The Ministry of 

Economy and Industry being certified industrial 

hygienists which will allow them to work for 

government agencies, private industries, independent 

environmental sampling laboratories, private 

consultants and provide expert testimony for the 

courts and National Insurance Institute of Israel. Our 

students take courses in environmental and 

occupational epidemiology, policy, occupational 

illness, toxicology, occupational health systems,  

safety and risk management, environmental 

sampling methods, engineering controls, 

ergonomics, and occupational health promotion.  

The department is also increasing the size of its 

teaching faculty to accommodate the increase in 

student demand and course load. Consequently 

productivity in publication and grant writing has 

also increased in the department. Our increased 

collaboration with the Occupational Safety and 

Health Administration of the Ministry of 

Economy and Industry as well as the new 

certification program and funding for quality 

students have been important in elevating the 

prominence of the University of Haifa in the field 

of occupational and environmental health in Israel 

and internationally.  

More information about the department, academic 

staff, research and teaching program can be found 

on the school website and in our new brochure: 

http://publichealth.haifa.ac.il/images/slides/haifa-

u-briut-taasukatit-brochure.pdf 

    

 

 

 

 

http://publichealth.haifa.ac.il/images/slides/haifa-u-briut-taasukatit-brochure.pdf
http://publichealth.haifa.ac.il/images/slides/haifa-u-briut-taasukatit-brochure.pdf
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A Collaboration with Rambam Hospital –  

Dr. Shuli Brammli-Greenberg 
 

 

Prof Ziv Gil, head of the Department of 

Otolaryngology-Head and Neck Surgery and the 

Clinical Research Institute (CRIR) at Rambam 

Hospital, invited Nisreen Khoury Nakhoul from the 

program of Management Health Administration 

(MHA), school of public health to present her MA 

thesis: "The linkage between hospital department 

level's operative actions and performance 

measures in department of ENT and Head and 

Neck Surgery at Rambam Hospital". The thesis 

was guided by Dr Shuli Brammli-Greenberg head of 

the MHA program who also presented at the 

seminar. Dr Brammli-Greenberg presented a 

comparative review of surgical departments in 

hospitals in Israel. 

Nisreen’s study was a retrospective cohort study that 

was conducted among 11,245 patients treated at 

Rambam Hospital's ENT Department between 2008-

2016. Furthermore, 2010-2016 satisfaction surveys 

among patients who visited the department's 

outpatient clinic and patients that were hospitalized 

were analyzed. The data analysis included bivariate 

and multivariate analyses. From a list of core service 

and outcome measures three were analyzed as time  

series: the length of stay in hospital, the 

hospitalization rate and the satisfaction of patients. 

The study found that the Department Director has 

the ability to improve the measurement scores by 

selecting purpose adapted operative actions without 

considerably increasing costs. The accompanying 

outcome of these actions is an increase in the 

Department's output due to reorganization. We 

found that teamwork and the overall change in the 

approach to treatment in the Department are of great 

importance. 

The seminar was very successful and the discussion 

was lively. Among the attendees were senior 

Rambam Hospital staff including the Director of the 

Hospital Prof. Rafi Biar, Deputy Director of 

Research and Development Prof. Karl Skorecki, 

Deputy Director of Operations Dr. Avi Weissman, 

Director of the Health Corporation Dr. Ronit Segal 

Hirshberg and Director of the Economics 

Department Nora Liebes Schneid. 

This study is the first part of a large-scale study 

conducted by the School of Public Health and the 

Rambam Health Care Campus to improve 

management and promote efficiency in the hospital. 

It is expected that the study will promote the 

creation of an organizational culture of measurement 

and improvement of activity and quality in Rambam 

Hospital in particular and in the Israeli 

hospitalization system in general. 
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Attitudes of Patients and Physicians Regarding the Recording of 

Scoping Procedures – Dr. Maya Peled-Raz, Adv 

which have not yet been sufficiently 

illuminated in empirical research. 

Estimates were made in the literature that such 

recording would contribute significantly to 

collaborative and better medical decision-

making processes [1]; improve follow-up 

procedures [2]; improve students' interns' and 

young physicians' training processes [3]; 

promote better risk management [4]; and even 

lead to a direct improvement in treatment 

quality, due to practitioners' awareness of 

being observed by others [6.5]. All of these 

factors are expected to lead to an overall 

improvement in the quality of treatment 

provided to patients. 

In addition, assessments have been made in the 

literature regarding the possible protection, 

inherent to such systematic recording, against 

unjustified lawsuits [8,7], as well as the 

contribution of these recordings to 

transparency and therefore trust between 

patients and caregivers. 

On the other hand, recordings of this kind raise 

the risk of harm to the privacy of both patients 

and care takers (who are photographed or their 

voices are recorded), and are perceived as 

 

Selected Researchers at the School of Public Health - 2017  

 

 

 
 

As a jurist specializing in the field of public health, 

I am interested in the effect of law on community 

health. That's why I recently chose to explore the 

subject of digital documentation of medical 

procedures. 

Recording and documentation of digital 

information in patient records has become 

increasingly common in recent years. This involves 

the use of systems that allow easy and convenient 

video recording of scopic procedures (i.e. 

performed by a camera installed on a scope 

inserted into the patient's body, such as during a 

gastroscopy), and the embedding of the entire 

recording in the patient's medical file, making it 

available to the patient as part of his medical 

record. 

This evolving documentation tool may have far-

reaching implications for the quality of treatment, 

as well as for the rights of patients and caregivers - 
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a factor that may actually increase the filing of 

claims against health institutions. 

In light of all of the above, we decided to 

conduct a survey that examines the positions of 

patients and physicians regarding such 

documentation, and through it to identify 

supporting factors as well as obstacles to broad 

assimilation of such documentation techniques. 

In doing so, 417 ambulatory patients who came 

in for endoscopy, were interviewed anonymously 

and asked to provide demographic details, 

morbidity details, and were asked about their 

attitudes regarding video recording of the 

procedure and its retention in their records. 

Sixty-eight gastroenterologists participated in a 

parallel internet survey, which was distributed 

with the assistance of the relevant professional 

union. 

Results showed that 66.4% of patients expressed 

interest in digital documentation of the 

endoscopic procedure, of which 90.5% were also 

interested in receiving a digital copy of the 

recording. Most of the patients explained their 

interest in the recording, as enabling continuity 

of treatment (between the hospital and their 

community doctor) as well as future follow-up 

(23.1% and 42.8%, respectively), and expressed 

confidence in their caregivers. 

 

 

On the other hand, only 43.6% of the physicians 

indicated that they support such digital 

documentation (utterly 27.4% opposed it), 32.2% 

supported its inclusion in medical records, and 

only 22.6% supported the active provision of a 

copy of the recording to the patient. The most 

interesting finding in the study concerned the 

main arguments, which supported both the 

physicians' resistance and physicians' support for 

the recording and documentation processes. The 

main reason given for support was the expected 

improvement in training of interns and students 

(4.9 / 7) and, surprisingly, immediately after that 

ranked the inherent defense such recording may 

supply against negligence lawsuits (4.8 / 7). 

Physicians ranked these two arguments 

significantly higher than any other reason (p 

<.05), while the rating of continuity of treatment 

– dominant among patient respondents as a 

supporting reason was rated least important 

among physicians.  

It should be noted that 63% of 

gastroenterologists surveyed had the technical 

ability to record procedures (usually or always), 

but less than half of them recorded in practice.  

The existence of institutional guidelines 

requiring recording and documentation was 

found to be the only significant predictor of the 

actual performance of routine recording. The 

physicians' positions regarding the legitimacy of 
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the recording and the need for it did not affect 

their use of the actual recording technique. 

No socio-demographic or other background 

predicted the support or resistance of patients or 

doctors to the recording itself as well as its 

accessibility to the patient. 

Our research exposes the gaps between attitudes 

of patients and physicians regarding the digital 

documentation of medical procedures, as well as 

the concerns about increased litigation, which at 

this stage hinder the implementation of a 

coherent and extensive documentation and 

accessibility scheme. 

 

Published in: 

N. Willner, M. Peled-Raz, D. Shteinberg, M. 

Shteinberg, D. Keren and T. Rainis, Digital 

recording and documentation of endoscopic 

procedures: Do patients and doctors think alike?, 

Canadian Journal of Gastroenterology and 

Hepatology vol. 2016, Article ID 2493470, 7 

pages, (2016)  DOI 10.1155/2016/2493470 
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  The Challenges of Including Vaccinations in the "Health Basket" – 

Prof. Shmuel Rishpon 
 

 

 
  

Until 1995, the routine of immunization program 

for children in Israel was one of the best in the 

world. The stages of including a new vaccine in 

the program were: 

1. Recommendation of the Advisory Committee on 

Infectious Diseases and Immunizations. 

2. Approval of the recommendation by the Head of 

Public Health Services. 

3. Approval by the Ministry of Health. 

4.  Negotiations of the Ministry of Health with the 

Ministry of Finance to include a budget for the 

purchase of the vaccine at the "budget base" of the 

Ministry. 

A new vaccine was usually included within 3 years 

of the recommendation. The enactment of the 

National Health Insurance Law changed this as it 

did not include an appropriate mechanism for 

allocating new vaccines. Additionally, the Ministry 

of Finance decided against allocating more funds 

for new vaccines. As far as the Ministry of Finance 

was concerned, according to the law, the way to  

 

add new vaccines was only under the framework 

of "adding new technology". 

Between the years of 1999-2007, when the 

developed countries continued to add new 

vaccines, the addition in Israel was halted. This 

created a significant gap between Israel's routine 

immunization program and that of the developed 

countries. Under this nine years period, the 

Advisory Committee recommended to add five 

vaccines to the routine immunization program of 

childhood age. However, none of them was 

added. 

The vaccines were: 

1. Pneumococcal conjugate vaccine. 

2. Rotavirus vaccine. 

3. Vaccine against varicella. 

4.  The vaccine against pertussis in eighth grade. 

5. The vaccine against the HPV virus (for girls). 

Considering this situation, the Ministry of 

Finance agreed in 2007 to gradually finance four 

of them until 2011. Funding the first three 

vaccinations were gradually inserted into the 

base budget of the Ministry of Health. 

 

Inclusion of vaccines through the "Basket" 

Committee since 2011 

In 2011, a vaccine was included for the first time 

through the "Basket Committee" budget: the 

Rotavirus vaccine. Since then it has been  
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  difficult to add vaccines to the basket. 

Nevertheless, the following two vaccines were 

included in the routine immunization program 

through the "basket committee": 

1. The vaccine against the papilloma virus for 

eighth graders girls, starting in 2013. 

2. The pertussis vaccine for pregnant women, 

starting in 2015. 

In addition, two vaccines for risk groups were 

included through the "basket committee". Their 

cost to the "basket" is very low: 

1. The vaccine against the papilloma virus for men 

at high risk until the age of 26 was included in 

2014. 

2. The vaccine against 4 strains of meningococcus 

for people at high risk was included in 2016. 

The committee received repeated vaccination 

inclusion requests, but they requests were rejected 

including the following vaccines: 

1. The Zostavax vaccine for the elderly, was 

submitted 5 times, last time in 2018. 

2. The Papilloma vaccine as a Cath Up program 

for girls 15-18 years old was submitted 4 times, 

until the program lost its relevance due to the 

passage of time. 

3. One dose of the adult pertussis vaccine, was 

submitted 6 times. 

Two solutions have been found that bypass the 

basket committee. The first is the vaccination 

program for the employees of the health system 

which was defined as an action to keep the safety 

of the health care workers and the patients. The  

 

second is the vaccination against the papilloma 

virus for boys in eighth grade. On January 29
th

 

2015, the Advisory Committee on Infectious 

Diseases and Immunization recommended 

reducing the number of doses of papilloma virus 

vaccines among those who received a first dose 

when they were less than 15 years of age from 3 

to 2. This reduction substantially reduced the 

cost of the vaccine program. The head of the 

public health services relocated this budget (not 

through the "basket committee"), to implement 

another recommendation of the Advisory 

Committee on Infectious Diseases and 

Vaccines: to add the vaccine against the 

papilloma virus to the routine vaccination 

program for boys in eighth grade (in addition to 

girls). Israel was the sixth country in the world 

to include this vaccine in the routine 

immunization program for boys. 

 

Should some vaccines be removed from the 

"basket”? 

On August 7
th

, 2016, the committee discussed 

removing a vaccine against Respiratory 

Syncytial Virus (RSV) from the health basket.  

This change was discussed based on 

considerations of cost / benefit estimations and 

the fact that it was also accepted in many other 

developed countries, including the U.S. If the 

Advisory Committee would adopt the 

recommendation, it might save 115 million NIS 

a year, which the Advisory Committee expected  
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would be used to add recommended vaccines to 

the "basket." This is a very significant amount: 

48% of the whole annual budget for the purchase 

of vaccines (240 million NIS). 

 

Nevertheless, the Committee did not recommend 

removing the vaccine from the basket. Indeed, 

removing a health technology from the "health 

basket" is a complicated process that has never 

been done before. It is feasibly done in two 

scenarios according to the National Health 

Insurance Law, as long as there is a medical 

justification for removal from the basket. 

A. Section 8 (b) (1) - Withdrawal by the Minister 

of Health with the consent of the Minister of 

Finance and with the approval of the Government 

and the Knesset Labor and Social Affairs 

Committee. 

B. Section 8 (b) (2) (a) - "Replacement" will be 

made by the Minister of Health, in consultation 

with the Minister of Finance and with the approval 

of the Government (i.e., the removal of service 

against the addition of another service). 

 

There is, however, no medical justification for 

removing the vaccine against RSV from the 

"basket". In general, it is a very safe and effective 

vaccine.  

 
  

 

Summary 

 The immunization program of Israel is 

considered high quality, thanks to past 

achievements and improvisations made outside 

the basket. Nevertheless, the current situation in 

which there are long-lasting difficulties with 

including new vaccines through the basket 

committee harms maintaining its high quality 

level. Considering this, the Advisory Committee 

on Infectious Diseases and Immunizations 

recommended that a separate framework should 

be established for the addition of new vaccines to 

the program. Indeed, ways must be found to 

influence the "basket committee" to give more 

preferential status to vaccines than what it has 

given in the last years.   
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Various types of primary care are implemented in 

order to provide effective ways of coping with the 

rising burden of chronic illnesses worldwide, and its' 

effect is yet to be examined. A quazi-experimental, 

mixed methods study compared an Independent 

Physician Model with two multidisciplinary Models 

(broad model = Team and downsized model = 

Collaboration) in Maccabi Health Services (MHS). 

Phase 1: Explored the association between health-

professionals' characteristics and their clinical 

activities, through in-depth interviews (n=33) and 

computerized questioners (n=1,230, 29.9% response 

rate). 

Phase 2: Focused on the association between the 

type of primary care model and patients health 

outcomes based on extracted data from MHS health 

computerized records and using a hierarchical linear 

model analysis (HLM).  

 

Findings  

Phase 1: Most interviewees perceived 

multidisciplinary work and patients' 

empowerment as the best form of medicine. The 

main barriers were low self-efficacy, negative 

attitudes towards cooperating either with other 

health professional, or with patients and limited 

sense of obligation to MHS. The two 

multidisciplinary models presented similarly 

higher levels of training as well as implementation 

of health education activities, compared with 

those of the Independent Physicians' Model. 

 

Phase 2: Most health outcomes examined were 

significantly associated with the type of primary 

care model. Patients in the multidisciplinary 

models presented better health outcomes 

(Teamwork Model in diabetic patients and the 

Collaboration Model in cardiovascular patients). 

Medium and large sized clinics were associated 

with better adherence to check-up and health 

education group, as well as improved risk factor 

management. Registrating to health education 

groups was associated with improved adherence 

to check-ups, screening, influenza vaccinations 

and improved risk factor management. 

 

Ph.D. Graduates at the School of Public Health - 2017  

 The Association between Different Primary Healthcare Structures 

and Patients' Adherence to Medical Treatment and Health 

Outcomes - Ayelet Schor 
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Furthermore, affiliation with multidisciplinary 

models canceled the association between 

socioeconomic status and check-up adherence, 

risk factor management and health group 

adherence.  

 

Conclusions and Recommendations 

Multidisciplinary models are associated with 

better health outcomes, compared with the 

Independent Physicians Model. The downsized 

multidisciplinary model presented improved 

outcomes, similar to those of the broad 

(Teamwork) model. This may enable health 

systems to successfully cope with limited 

resources. The effect multidisciplinary models 

has on socioeconomic status and morbidity 

levels may assist in reducing health inequalities. 

Health outcomes were associated with additional 

personal and organizational factors. 

Organizational support may enhance patients' 

empowerment and multidisciplinary capabilities, 

further promoting the populations' health.    
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Background 

Unintentional injuries among children are the 

leading cause of disability-adjusted life years lost 

and a large burden of morbidity. Injuries can be 

attributed to many factors, at all four ecological 

levels of society; these may contribute to the risk of 

a child’s injury. Identifying and understanding the 

risk factors is a first step in preventing injury. It is 

important to examine the risk factors where they 

occur, namely in terms of population group, place 

of residence, socioeconomic conditions, etc., in 

order to focus intervention programs where the risks 

are the highest. 

Theoretical framework 

This study used the Socio-Ecology Model (SEM) to 

understand the various risk factors for child injury 

and the complex interactions between the various 

factors. The model is usually presented at four 

different levels: individual level, family level, 

community level and level of society (sometimes 

also used at the state level). The model allows us 

to understand the interaction not only between 

different factors at each level, but also between 

the different levels. In Baron-Epel and 

Ivankovski (2014), the SEM was presented in the 

context of child injury, with the addition of three 

elements: behavior, physical environment and 

social environment. In addition, at each of the 

four levels, the socio-economic level of the 

individual and the community was modelled as 

having an impact on children's vulnerability.  

Objectives: To identify the groups of children 

who are at high risk of injury in the Jewish 

population in Israel. This was achieved by 

measuring individual and societal risk factors 

predicting child injuries of children aged one to 

six, including personal characteristics, attitudes 

and behavior of the parents and characteristics of 

the immediate environment.  

Methods: A prospective, quantitative, follow-up 

study was performed. The study population 

included 380 parents of children aged one to six 

years, living in various communities throughout 

Israel. Parents were interviewed three times, 

three months apart. Injuries were defined 

as minor injuries occurring during the past three 

 

Identifying Risk Factor for Child Injury at the Personal, 

Interpersonal and Community Level: Cohort Study among the 

Jewish Population in Israel – Dr. Maya Siman Tov 
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  month and required not only parental attention to 

medically attended injuries but also treatment by a doctor 

or nurse or visit to emergency medical services, or 

hospitalization. In addition, data on socioeconomic status, 

attitudes and reported safety environment were collected. 

Results: In a nine months period, 43% of parents reported 

that their child was injured and 13% of children were 

injured more than once. In a multivariable logistic 

regression model only three variables predicted injury in 

children: gender, education and injury in the past. Boys 

(OR 1.77, 95%CI 1.08, 2.89), children of parents with 

academic education (OR 2.07, 95%CI- 1.23, 3.47) were 

more prone to injury. In addition, children that were 

injured in the past were 2.15 times more likely to be 

injured than children who were not previously injured 

(95% CI 1.03-4.51).  

Conclusions: The incidence rate of children aged one to 

six was more than 40% during a six-month follow-up 

period. The risk factors for injury are numerous, but in the 

model that incorporates all the risk factors together, it is 

apparent that the predictive variables focus on the parent 

and child's personal circle: boys, children of parents with 

relatively high education and children who experience 

injury in the past are more likely to be injured. Intervention 

programs should focus on the individual level of the child 

and the parents in order to prevent injuries at the same time 

as it needs to be remembered that all levels of influence are 

related to each other and cannot be separated.   
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Publications at the School of Public Health - 2017 

 

 

Prof. Orna Baron-Epel 

Publications: 

Baron-Epel, O., Levin-Zamir, D., & El Hayani, A. (2017). Internal locus of control, health literacy and 

health, an Israeli cultural perspective.  Health Promotion International, doi.org/10.1093/heapro/dax078. 

Hayek, S., Tessler, R., Bord, S., Endevelt, R., Satran, C., Livne, I., Khatib, M., Harel-Fish, Y., & Baron-

Epel, O. (2017). Do Israeli Health Promoting Schools Contribute to Students’  Healthy Eating and  

Physical Activity Habits? Health Promotion International, DOI.1093/heapro/dax066 

Sznitman, S., Bord, S., Elias, W., Gesser -Edelsberg, A., Shiftan, Y., &  Baron-Epel, O. (2017). 

Examining the Sociocultural Sensitivity of Subjective Drunkenness: Comparing Arab and Jewish Israeli 

Pub Patrons. Drug and Alcohol Review, 36(6), 813-819. DOI: 10.1111/dar.12511   

Sznitman S., Bord, S., Elias, W., Gesser -Edelsberg, A., Shiftan, Y., & Baron-Epel, O. (2017). Cross-

Cultural Validity in Self-Reported Alcohol Use. European Addiction Research, 23(2), 71-76. 

 

Recent Grants: 

Baron-Epel, O., & Key, C. Characterization of the factors that influence using online services and their 

impact on the control of diabetes. Funded by The National Institute for Health Policy Research.  

Baron-Epel, O., Obid, S., Bord, S., & Kabaya, D. Development of interventions to prevent brucellosis 

via community participations. Funded by Ministry of Agriculture.  

Baron-Epel, O., & Tesler, R. Participation in a net ball league increases social capital and promotes 

health and wellbeing- MamaNet. Funded by MOST.    

Baron-Epel, O., Tor-Sinai, A, et al. Attitudes and Changes in Lifestyle, Nutrition, and Physical Activity 

Patterns among Adolescents: The Role of Social, Economic, Family, and Peer Factors. Funded by 

MOST. 
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Prof. Rafael Carel  

Publications: 

Greenberg, N., Carel, R.S., Derazne, E., Bibi, H., Shpriz, M., Tzur, D., & Portnov, B.A. (2016). 

Different effects of long-term exposures to SO2 and NO2 air pollutants on asthma severity in young-

adults. J Toxicol Environ Health A, 79(8), 342-351. 

 

Greenberg, N., Carel, R.S., Derazne, E., Bibi, H., Shpriz, M., Tzur, D., & Portnov, B.A. (2017). 

Modeling long-term effects attributed to Nitrogen Dioxide (NO2) and Sulfur Dioxide (SO2) exposure 

on asthma morbidity in a nationwide cohort in Israel. Journal of Toxicology and Environmental Health 

A, 80(6), 326-337. 

 

Marom, B., Carel, R.S., Sarabi, M., & Razon, N. (2017). Cross-cultural adaptation of the World Health 

Organization Disability Assessment Schedule 2.0 (WHODAS 2.0) for Hebrew-speaking subjects with 

and without hand injury. Disabil Rehabil, 13, 1-7. 

Prof. Ronit Endevelt 

Publications: 

Hayek, S., Tessler, R., Bord, S., Endevelt, R., Satran, C., Livne, I., Khatib, M., Harel-Fish, Y., & 

Baron-Epel, O. (2017). Do Israeli Health Promoting Schools Contribute to Students’  Healthy Eating 

and  Physical Activity Habits? Health Promotion International, DOI.1093/heapro/dax066. 

 

Recent Grants: 

Endevelt, R. Complimentary Feeding. Funded by WHO.  

Endevelt, R. Diabetes research in hostels for psychiatric patients. Funded by Ozma.  
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Dr. Anat Gesser-Edelsburg 

Publications: 

Adebayo, G., Neumark, Y., Gesser-Edelsburg, A., Abu Ahmad, W., & Levine, H. Zika pandemic 

online trends and health risk communication. (2017). BMJ Global Health, (3), e000296.  

Bord, S., Gesser-Edelsburg, A., & Baron-Epel, O. (2017). Public transportation availability and 

alcohol impaired driving among young adult pub patrons in Israel. Journal of Transport & Health, 5 

(S10). 

Druker, I., & Gesser-Edelsburg, A. (2017). Identifying and assessing views among physically 

active adult gym members in Israel on dietary supplements. Journal of the International Society of 

Sports Nutrition, 14(37), doi:  10.1186/s12970-017-0194-7. 

Gesser-Edelsburg, A. (2017). Risk communication – importance and centrality. Ecology & 

Environment – Journal for Science and Environmental Policy, 8(2), 11-12. (In Hebrew).   

Gesser-Edelsburg, A., & Abed Elhadi Shahbari, N. (2017). Decision-making on terminating 

pregnancy for Muslim Arab women pregnant with fetuses with congenital anomalies: maternal affect 

and doctor-patient communication. Reproductive Health, 14(49), doi: 10.1186/s12978-017-0312-7. 

Gesser-Edelsburg, A., & Birman, Y. (2017). Does the transformation of dietetics from counselling 

to therapy also apply to the physical and therapeutic environment? Journal of the Academy of 

Nutrition and Dietetics, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jand.2017.06.366. 

Gesser-Edelsburg, A., Fridman, T., & Lev-Wiesel, R. (2017). Edutainment as a strategy for 

discussing sexual abuse in in children aged 5-8. Journal of Child Sexual Abuse, 26(5), 553-572. 

Gesser-Edelsburg, A., & Shalayeva, S. (2017). The internet as a source of long term and real time 

professional, psychological and nutritional treatment: Qualitative case study among Israeli former 

Soviet Union immigrants. Journal of Medical Internet Research, 19(2), e33.  

Gesser-Edelsburg, A., Shir-Raz, Y., Hayek, S., Aassaraf, S., & Lowenstein, L. (2017). Despite 

awareness of recommendations, why don’t healthcare workers immunize pregnant women? 

American Journal of Infection Control, 45(4), 436-439.  

Gesser-Edelsburg, A, Zemach, M., Lotan, T., Elias, W. & Grimberg, E. (2017). Perceptions, 

intentions and behavioral norms that affect pre-license driving among Arab youth in Israel. Accident 

Analysis and Prevention, 111, 1-11.  

Sznitman, S.R., Bord, S., Elias, W., Gesser-Edelsburg, A., Shiftan, Y.,& Baron-Epel, O. (2017). 

Examining the sociocultural sensitivity of subjective drunkenness: Comparing Arab and Jewish 

Israeli pub patrons. Drug and Alcohol Review, 36(6), 813-819.  

https://dx.doi.org/10.1186%2Fs12970-017-0194-7
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jand.2017.06.366
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Dr. Anat Gesser-Edelsburg (continue) 

Publications (continue): 

Sznitman, S.R., Bord, S., Elias, W., Gesser-Edelsburg, A., Shiftan, Y., & Baron-Epel, O. Cross-

cultural validity in self-reported alcohol use. (2017). European Addiction Research, 23, 71-76.  

 

Recent Grants: 

Feniger-Schaal, R., Keisari, S., Palgi, Y., Gesser-Edelsburg, A., Yaniv, D., Ben-David, B., & 

Golland, Y. Mirror Game in Older Adults and its influence on Emotional, Social Indexes and 

Cognitive Performance among Old People. Funded by University of Haifa, Faculty of Social Welfare 

& Health Sciences. 

Gesser-Edelsburg, A. Lowenstein, L., Salmon, A., & Shteinberg, D. Developing a Model Based on the 

Positive Deviance Strategy, to Prevent Hospital-Acquired Infections in Israel. Funded by The Israel 

National Institute for Health Policy Research. 

Levin, H., Golan, R., Kloog, I., Koren, G., Almog, R., & Gesser-Edelsburg, A. Environmental 

Exposures and Fetal Growth: The Haifa Pregnancy Cohort Study. Funded by State of Israel, The 

Ministry of Environmental Protection. 

 

Dr. Roni Elran-Barak 

Publications: 

Elran‐Barak, R., Goldschmidt, A. B., Crow, S. J., Peterson, C. B., Hill, L., Crosby, R. D., Mitchell, 

J.E., & Le Grange, D. (2017). Is laxative misuse associated with binge eating? Examination of 

laxative misuse among individuals seeking treatment for eating disorders. International Journal of 

Eating Disorders, 50(9), 1114-1118. 
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Prof. Manfred Green 

Publications: 

Green, M.S., Hayek, S., Tarabeia, J., Yehia, M., & HaGani, N. (2017). A national survey of ethnic 

differences in knowledge and understanding of supplementary health insurance. Isr J Health Policy 

Res., 6, 12. doi:  10.1186/s13584-017-0137-4 

Harari, G., Green, M.S., Magid, A., & Zelber-Sagi, S. (2017). Usefulness of non-high density 

lipoprotein cholesterol as a predictor of cardiovascular disease mortality in men in 22 Years. 

American Journal of Cardiology, 119(8), 1193-1198. 

Harari, G., Green, M.S.,  & Zelber-Sagi, S. (2017). Estimation and development of 10- and 20-year 

cardiovascular mortality risk models in an industrial male workers database. Prev Med, 103, 26-32. 

Muhsen, K., Green, M.S., Soskolne, V., & Neumark, Y. (2017). Inequalities in non-communicable 

diseases between the major population groups in Israel: achievements and challenges. Lancet, 

389(10088), 2531-2541.  

 

Recent Grants: 

Green, M.S., Dor, M., & Sznitman, S. Perceived efficacy of medical cannabis. Funded by  Israel 

National Institute for Health Policy Research. 

Green, M.S., Gesser-Edelsburg, A., & Baron-Epel, O. ASSET: Action Plan on Science in Society 

in Epidemics and Total Pandemics. Funded by European Commission - FP7-Science in Society. 

Muhsen, K., & Green, M.S. The role of social determinants and networking in inequalities in 

health services utilization between Jews and Arabs in Israel. Funded by National Institute for 

Health Policy Research. 

 

https://dx.doi.org/10.1186%2Fs13584-017-0137-4
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28729197
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28729197
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Prof. Shlomo Hareli 

Publications: 

Hareli, S., & David, S. (2017). The effect of reactive emotions expressed in response to another's 

anger on inferences of social power. Emotion, 17, 717-727. 

Hareli, S., Elkabetz, S., & Hess, U. (2017). Drawing inferences from emotion expressions: The role 

of situative informativeness and context. Emotion. 

Hess, U., & Hareli, S. (2016). On the malleability of the meaning of contexts: The influence of 

another person’s emotion expressions on situation perception. Cognition and Emotion, DOI: 

10.1080/02699931.2016.1269725.   

Hess, U., Landmann, H., & Hareli, S. (2017). The bidirectional relation of emotion perception and 

social judgments: The effect of witness’ emotion expression on perceptions of moral behavior and 

vice versa. Cognition and Emotion. DOI: 10.1080/02699931.2017.1388769.  

 

 



 

 

Newsletter Issue No. 5/ 01/01/2018/ page 24 of 36      

 

  
Prof. Lital Keinan-Boker 

Publications: 

Bassal, R., Schejter, E., Cohen, D., & Keinan-Boker, L. (2017). Implementation of a national 

screening program for detection of malignant and pre-malignant cervical morbidity in Israel. 

Harefuah, 156(1), 51-53 (In Hebrew).   

Bonaventure, A., Harewood, R., Stiller, C.A., Gatta, G., Clavel, J., Stefan, D.C,, Carreira, H., Spika, 

D., Marcos-Gragera, R., Peris-Bonet, R., Piñeros, M., Sant, M., Kuehni, C.E., Murphy, M.F.G., 

Coleman, M.P., Allemani, C. & CONCORD Working Group. (2017). Worldwide comparison of 

survival from childhood leukaemia for 1995-2009, by subtype, age, and sex (CONCORD-2): a 

population-based study of individual data for 89 828 children from 198 registries in 53 countries. 

Lancet Haematology , 4(5), e202-e217. 

Buch, A., Kis, O., Carmeli, E., Keinan Boker, L., Berner, Y., Barer, Y., Shefer, G., Marcus, Y., & 

Stern, N. (2017). Circuit resistance training is an effective means to enhance muscle strength in older 

and middle aged adults. A Systematic Review and Meta-analysis. Ageing Research Reviews, 37, 16-

27. 

Goldenshluger, M., Goldenshluger, A., Keinan-Boker, L., Cohen, M.J., Ben-Porat, T., Gerasi, H., 

Amun, M., Abu-Gazala, M., Khalaileh, A., Mintz, Y., & Elazary, R. (2017). Postoperative Outcomes, 

Weight Loss Predictors, and Late Gastrointestinal Symptoms Following Laparoscopic Sleeve 

Gastrectomy. Journal of Gastrointestinal Surgery, 21(12), 2009-2015. 

Hayek, S., Enav, T., Shoha,t T., & Keinan-Boker L. (2017). Factors Associated with Breast Cancer 

Screening in a Country with National Health Insurance: Did We Succeed in Reducing Healthcare 

Disparities?. Journal of Women's Health (Larchmt), 25(3), 912-922. 

Izkhakov, E., Barchana, M., Liphshitz, I., Silverman, B.G., Stern, N., &  Keinan-Boker, L. (2017). 

Trends of second primary malignancy in patients with thyroid cancer – a population-based cohort 

study in Israel. Thyroid, 27(6), 793-801. 

Keinan-Boker, L., Silverman, B.G., Walsh, P.M., Gavin, A.T., & Hayes, C. (2017). Time trends in 

the incidence and mortality  of ovarian cancer in Ireland, Northern Ireland and Israel, 1994-2013. 

International Journal of Gynecological Cancer, 27(8), 1628-1636. 
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Prof. Lital Keinan-Boker (continue) 

Publications (continue): 

Levi, Z., Kark, J.D., Katz, L., Twig, G., Derazne, E., Tzur D., Leibovici Weissman, Y., Lifshiez, I.,  

Keinan Boker, L., & Afek, A. (2017).  Adolescent Body Mass Index and Risk of Colon and Rectal 

Cancer in a Cohort of 1.79 Million Israeli Men and Women: a population-based study. Cancer, 123(20), 

4022-4030.  

Levine, H., Keinan-Boker, L., Leiba, A., Derazne, E., Rais, A., & Kark, J.D. (2017). Paternal age and 

risk of testicular germ cell tumors: a cohort study of 1,000,000 men. Andrology, 5(6), 1124-1130.  

Levine, H., Leiba, M., Bar Zeev, Y., Keinan-Boker, L., Derazne, E., Leiba, A., & Kark, J.D. (2017). 

Risk of Hodgkin lymphoma according to immigration status and origin: a migrant cohort study of 2.3 

million Jewish Israelis. Leukemia & Lymphoma, 58(4), 959-968.  

Matz, M., Coleman, M.P., Carreira, H., Salmerón, D., Chirlaque, M.D., Allemani, C. & CONCORD 

Working Group. (2017). Worldwide comparison of ovarian cancer survival: Histological group and 

stage at diagnosis (CONCORD-2). Gynecological Oncology, 144(2), 396-404. 

NCD Risk Factor Collaboration (NCD-RisC). (2017). Worldwide trends in blood pressure from 1975 to 

2015: a pooled analysis of 1,479 population-based measurement studies with 19.1 million participants. 

The Lancet, 389(10064), 37-55. 

Neuhausen, S., Shani, H., Keinan Boker, L., Steele, L.,  Silverman, B.G., Ottini, L., Laitman, Y., 

Korach, J., Perry, T., & Friedman, E. (2017). Primary peritoneal serous carcinoma (PPSC) in men- a 

rare and non BRCA associated entity. Anticancer Research, 37(6), 3069-3072. 

Robinson, E., Silverman, B.G., & Keinan-Boker, L. (2017). Using National Cancer Registry database 

to track progress in the war on cancer: A Challenge for Health Services. Israel Medical Association 

Journal, 19(4), 221-224.  

Rottenberg, Y., Levine, H., Keinan-Boker, L., Derazne, E., Leiba, A., Kark, J.D. (2017). Risk of 

nasopharyngeal carcinoma penetrates across immigrant generations: A migrant cohort study of 2.3 

million Jewish Israeli adolescents" International Journal of Cancer, 140(5), 1060-1067. 
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  Prof. Lital Keinan-Boker (continue) 

Publications (continue): 

Shalom-Sharabi, I., Keinan-Boker, L., Samuels, N., Lavie, O., Lev, E., Ben-Arye, E. (2017). Effect of 

a 12-week integrative oncology intervention on gastro-intestinal concerns in patients with 

gynecological and breast cancer undergoing chemotherapy. 

Medical Oncology, 34(9), 155. doi: 10.1007/s12032-017-1016-0. 

Shalom-Sharabi, I., Lavie, O., Samuels, N., Keinan-Boker, L., Lev, E., Ben-Arye, E. (2017). Can 

complementary medicine increase adherence to chemotherapy dosing protocol? A controlled study in 

an integrative oncology setting. Journal of Cancer Research and Clinical Oncology, 143(12), 2535-

2543. 

Shalom Sharabi, I., Samuels, N., Lavie, O., Lev, E., Keinan-Boker, L., Schiff, E., & Ben-Arye, E. 

(2017). Effect of a patient-tailored integrative medicine program on gastro-intestinal concerns and 

quality of life in patients with breast and gynecologic cancer. J Cancer Res Clin Oncol, 143(7), 1243-

1254. 

Shamriz, O., Leiba, M., Levine, H., Derazne, E., Keinan-Boker, L., & Kark, J.D. (2017). Higher Body 

Mass Index in Jewish Adolescents of North African, Middle Eastern and European Origins is a 

Predictor of Acute Myeloid Leukemia: A Cohort of 2.3 Million Israeli 16-19 Year Olds. Cancer 

Causes and Control, 28(4), 331-339. 

Zlotnick, C., Finkelstein, A., Keinan-Boker, L., & Agmon, M. (2017). A matched case-control study 

comparing the health status of youth village alumni in Israel to the general population. Health Social 

Care Community, 25(3), 912-922. 

 

Recent Grants: 

Stern, N., Bucj, A., Carmeli, E., & Keinan-Boker, L. The association between low-carb vegetarian 

Mediterranean diet with and without isometric training on diabetes in Israeli elderly   - a randomized, 

crossover clinical trial. Funded by Danone-Strauss. 
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Prof. Shai Linn 

Publications: 

GBD 2016 DALYs and HALE Collaborators. Abajobir, A.A. et al. (2017). Global, regional, and 

national disability-adjusted life-years (DALYs) for 333 diseases and injuries and healthy life 

expectancy (HALE) for 195 countries and territories, 1990-2016: A systematic analysis for the 

Global Burden of Disease Study 2016. Lancet, 390(10100), 1260-1344. doi: 10.1016/S0140-

6736(17)32130-X. 

GBD 2016 Disease and Injury Incidence and Prevalence Collaborators and Hay, S. et al. (2017). 

Global, regional, and national incidence, prevalence, and years lived with disability for 328 diseases 

and injuries for 195 countries, 1990–2016: a systematic analysis for the Global Burden of Disease 

Study 2016. Lancet, 390(10100), 1211-1259. 

GBD Collaborators. (2017). Global, regional, and national comparative risk assessment of 84 

behavioural, environmental and occupational, and metabolic risks or clusters of risks, 1990-2016: A 

systematic analysis for the Global Burden of Disease Study 2016. Lancet, 390(10100), 1345-1422. 

doi: 10.1016/S0140-6736(17)32366-8. 

GBD Collaborators. Ali, R., Hay, S. et al. (2017). Smoking prevalence and attributable disease 

burden in 195 countries and territories, 1990–2015: A systematic analysis from the Global Burden of 

Disease Study 2015. Lancet, 389 (10082), 1885–1906. 

GBD Collaborators. Fitzmaurice, C. et al. (2017). Global, regional, and national cancer incidence, 

mortality, years of life lost, years lived with disability, and disability-adjusted life-years for 32 

cancer groups, 1990 to 2015: A systematic analysis for the Global Burden of Disease Study. JAMA 

Oncology, 3(4), 524-548. 

GBD Collaborators. Reitsma, M.B. et al. (2017). Smoking prevalence and attributable disease 

burden in 195 countries and territories, 1990–2015: A systematic analysis from the Global Burden 

of Disease Study 2015. Lancet, 389(10082), 1885-1906. 
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Prof. Shai Linn (continue) 

Publications (continue): 

GBD Collaborators. Roth, G,A. et al. (2017). Global, regional, and national burden of cardiovascular 

diseases for 10 causes, 1990 to 2015. Journal of the American College of Cardiology, 1, 26-28. 

doi.org/10.1016/j.jacc.2017.04.052. 

GBD SDG Collaborators. (2017). Measuring progress and projecting attainment on the basis of past 

trends of the health-related sustainable development goals in 188 countries: An analysis from the 

Global Burden of Disease Study 2016. Lancet, 390(10100), 1423-1459. 

http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/S0140-6736(17)32336-X 

Grunau, G.L., Gueron, S., Portnov, B.A, & Linn. S.(2017). The risk of cancer might be lower than we 

think. Alternatives to lifetime risk estimates. Rambam Maimonides Medical Journal, 16:1-10, doi: 

10.5041/RMMJ.10321.  

 

 
 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jacc.2017.04.052
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/S0140-6736(17)32336-X
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Dr. Maya Negev 

Publications: 

Negev, M., Berman, T., Reicher, S., Balan, S., Soehl, A., Goulden, S., Ardi, R., Shammai, Y., Hadar, 

L., Blum, A., & Diamond, M.L. (2018). Regulation of chemicals in children's products: How U.S. and 

EU regulations impact smaller markets. Science of the Total Environment, 616-617, 462-471. 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.scitotenv.2017.10.198 

Negev, M., Berman, T., Reicher, S., Sadeh, M., Ardi, R., & Shammai, Y. (Epub 2017). 

Concentrations of trace metals, phthalates, bisphenol A and flame-retardants in toys and childcare 

products in Israel. Chemosphere, 192, 217-224.  

Segal, E., Negev, M., Feitelson, E., Zaychik, D. (2017). Devising 'Policy Packages' for Seismic 

Retrofitting of Residences. Natural Hazards, 89(1), 497-519.  

Zarhin, D., Negev, M., Vulfson, S., & Sznitman, S. (2017). Medicalization of cannabis: What does it 

mean? International Journal of Drug Policy, 49, 54-57. 

 

Recent Grants: 

Negev, M., Berman, T., Reicher, S., Ardi, R., & Shammai, Y. Environmental chemicals in toys and 

baby products: Quantitative analysis and regulatory assessment. Funded by the Environment and Health 

Fund. 

Negev, M., Izhaki, I., Lotan, A., Wittenberg, L., Zemah Shamir, S., Hassan, Y., Orenstein, D. 

Assessment of ecosystem services and human wellbeing in Mount Carmel Biosphere Reserve. Funded 

by Ministry of Environmental Protection. 

Negev, M., Feitelson, E., Razin, E., & Segal, E. Overcoming the implementation gap: Fitting policy 

packages for retrofitting buildings to local authorities in Israel. Funded by Ministry of Science. 

 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.scitotenv.2017.10.198
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Dr. Maya Peled-Raz 

Publications: 

Peled-Raz, M. (2017). Human rights in patient care and public health - a common ground, Public Health 

Reviews, 37, 29. DOI 10.1186/s40985-017-0075-2 

 

Recent Grants: 

Peled-Raz, M., Enosh, G., Tzafrir, S., & Doron, I. Workshop: Research Ethical Review Boards (ERBs) in the 

Social Sciences: Past, Present and Future. Funded by University of Haifa. 

Peled-Raz, M., Enosh, G., Tzafrir, S., & Doron, I. Research Workshop of the ISF: Research Ethical Review 

Boards (ERBs) in the Social Sciences: Past, Present and Future. Funded by ISF. 

 

Dr. Liora Ore 

Publications: 

Desivilya Syna H., Yassour-Borochowitz,D., Bouknik,S., Kalovsky,G., Lavy,I., & Ore, L. (2017). 

Engaging diversity at academia: Manifold voices of faculty. Equality, Diversity and Inclusion: An 

International Journal, 36 (1), 90-104. 
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Prof. Shmuel Rishpon 

Publications: 
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